<Insert your address>

<Insert name of MP>

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

<Insert date>

Dear <Insert name of MP>

Accessible information on voting

As one of your constituents, I am writing to express my concern about why so much information about democracy, voting and political parties is inaccessible to people with learning disabilities. With a general election coming up, I believe it’s important that all MPs do their bit to make voting easier, not just for people with learning disabilities, but for everyone.

The issue came to my attention as a result of United Response’s “Every Vote Counts” campaign, which found that although people with learning disabilities have the right to vote, less than one in five do. That means there are more than half a million potential voters missing out, because they find political websites, manifestos and election leaflets complex and full of jargon.

I would urge you to visit www.everyvotecounts.org.uk/mda, which is a website that provides some easy tips for how you can make your own political information more accessible, thus appealing to more voters. I would also urge you to sign Early Day Motion 383, an EDM sponsored by Tom Clarke MP and supported by both Mencap and United Response. It argues that “local authorities, political parties and central government should produce accessible material in relation to electoral matters” in order to give people with learning disabilities their democratic rights. 

I would be very keen to hear what steps you have taken to make democracy accessible to all.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

<Insert your name>
