<Insert your address>

<Insert name of MP>

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

<Insert date>

Dear <Insert name of MP>

Accessible information on politics
As one of your constituents, I am writing to express my concern about why so much information about democracy, voting and political parties is inaccessible to people with learning disabilities. I believe it’s important that all MPs do their bit to make politics easier and more transparent, not just for people with learning disabilities, but for everyone.

The issue came to my attention as a result of disability charity United Response’s “Every Vote Counts” campaign, which found that, although people with learning disabilities have the right to vote, less than one in five did so in the 2005 general election. That meant that more than half a million potential voters missed out on the opportunity to participate in the democratic process because they find political websites, manifestos and election leaflets complex and full of jargon.

Since the campaign started, there are signs that more people with learning disabilities are engaging with the voting process – indeed, the 2010 election saw the number of disabled voters rise considerably. Additionally, the Conservative, Labour and the Liberal Democrat manifestos were produced in easy to read formats so that more people were able to engage with their policies.
However, although I would like to offer my congratulations to those involved in producing the manifestos, there is still not enough being done by individual politicians to make democracy accessible to people with learning disabilities on an ongoing basis. This is particularly important now that more people with learning disabilities are politically engaged; to backtrack on the progress which has already been made would represent a major contravention of their democratic rights.
So, to help you make your information more accessible, United Response is hosting an ‘Opening up Democracy’ event to be held at Westminster on Monday 5 July, between 1.00 and 2.30pm. This lunchtime session will focus on the ongoing importance of engaging with all voters – including those with learning disabilities – and, crucially, how to achieve this in practical terms. I would like to strongly encourage you to attend this event in order to help you communicate with all your constituents and to help society build on its progress towards providing an all-inclusive democracy.
I would be very keen to hear whether you have attended the event and any insights you have gained. For further information on the event please contact James Robinson on 020 8246 2000.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely

<Insert your name>
